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National Park Service 
Harpers Ferry Center 

Commissioned Art Collection



• We are the National Park Service's Media Center that creates a variety 
of interpretive tools to assist NPS field interpreters. 

• These tools include audiovisual programs, historic furnishings, 
museum exhibits, publications, and wayside exhibits. 

• HFC also provides a variety of services including graphics research, 
interpretive planning, media contracting, artifact conservation, 
revision and reprinting of publications, and replacement of wayside 
exhibits.

What is Harpers Ferry Center?



• The Interpretive Design Center is located in Harpers Ferry, WV. 

Where is Harpers Ferry Center?



• The Willow Springs Facility is seven miles away in in Charles Town, 
WV. 

• The facility houses the Museum Conservation Services, the NPS 
History Collection, and the HFC Commissioned Art Collection. 

Not all of HFC is in Harpers Ferry!



• As part of its interpretive work, HFC often contracts with artists to 
create works to help visitors understand the many stories parks have 
to tell. 

• Dating back over 50 years to the founding of the HFC IDC, art has 
been contracted for interpretive purposes through HFC contracts.

• Art purchased through HFC contracts, whether physical or digital, is 
controlled federal property and must be appropriately documented, 
tracked, and cared for in perpetuity via transfer to the HFC 
Commissioned Art Collection. 

What is the HFC Commissioned Art Collection?



• The Commissioned Art Collection has over 12,000 pieces of physical and 
digital art.

• All of the art is 2-D or digital. 
• There are no photographs in the Collection (with the exception of some 

collages).
• Art in the Collection can be found NPS-wide in many formats.
• The Collection is also used extensively outside of the NPS with regular 

requests for research, publication, exhibits, curriculum content, waysides, 
social media posts, television programs, website content, etc.

HFC Commissioned Art Collection Facts



Where can Commissioned Art be found?



EVERYWHERE.

Where can Commissioned Art be found?



UNIGRID Brochures



Posters



NPS Handbooks



Park Exhibits 



Waysides



Historic Furnishing Reports



NPS Audiovisual Programs



Cartography



Non-NPS Publications



External Organization Projects



NPS Park Self-Produced A/V



NPS Park Websites



Social Media



Multi-year project to rehouse every object in the collection. 
Making the Commissioned Art Collection Accessible and Useful



New work space to accommodate collection items



New work space to accommodate collection items



New work space to accommodate collection items



• Removed old shelving and boxes. Added flat files.

Every item has been touched!



• New housing from inside out. 

Every item has been touched!



• HFC Conservator Allison Holcomb trained interns and treated objects.

TLC for some objects



• Over 10,000 objects have been rehoused and inventoried in two years
• Over 8,000 items have been scanned or photographed in two years

• We can easily find objects when needed
• We lessened the handling of objects by creating high quality images

• We are updating descriptive language in object records to be appropriate and give agency to those 
historically marginalized

• With accurate descriptions and complete record information, will be able to share the collection with more 
audiences

Physical care leads to better intellectual control



Language matters



What time period do you need?



Who are you looking for?



• We have a diagram for that!

What do you need to explain?



Looking for amazing wildlife art? 









Need a depiction of a historical event?









You need it, we probably have it!



• Complete research requests for anyone and everyone
• Fulfil art use requests for parks, researchers, and educators
• Help the public find art on specific topics
• Answer questions about copyright, use rights, and ownership
• Continue to research and complete object records
• Work to make the Collection more accessible and better promoted

What do I do day to day?



New opportunities



It’s so easy! 
• Search NPGallery for items you may be interested in using for your project: 

https://npgallery.nps.gov/HFC/Art/
• Email me and I can do research for you. I will let you know of any use restrictions 

on the art and provide correct credit lines. kyle_bryner@nps.gov
• I can provide digital copies of most art in the Collection. We do not provide hard 

copies of any art. 
• I am here to help!

How can you use the Commissioned Art Collection?

https://npgallery.nps.gov/HFC/Art/
mailto:kyle_bryner@nps.gov


Thank You
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